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Medical  Officer’s  Section, 
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Baghill  House, 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and 
consideration,  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of  the 
Urban  District  during  the  year,  1961. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Circumsatnces  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies,  is  complementary  to 
this  Report. 

For  your  information,  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 


I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


KNOTTING-LEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  1961. 


Chairman:  Cr.  W.B.  Piper,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman:  Cr.  J.  Shay. 

Cr.  S.  Alderson. 

Cr.  J.T.D.  Beaumont  (to  October) 
Cr.  A.  Cardwell. 

Cr.  J.E.  Durkin,  J.P. 

Cr.  P.  G-ross. 

Cr.  M.  McLaughlan. 

Cr.  J.T.  Nunns. 

Cr.  Mrs.  M.  Nunns. 

Cr.  ¥.  O’Brien. 

Cr.  H.  Rose. 

Cr.  K.  Sharp. 

Cr.  J.  Sowerby  (from  October) 

Cr.  R.P.  Wilson,  J.P. 

Cr.  A.  Wood. 

Clerk  to  the  Council :- 

H.B.  Probert,  Esq., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: - 

John  F.  Fraser,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H 
D.  Obst.,  R.C.O.G- 

Public  Health  Inspector:- 

L.  Barber,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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Area  of  the  District: 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


2,837  Acres 

11,160 

3,480 


Population,  mid-year,  Registrar  General's  estimate: 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  196l: 


Rateable  Value:  I96I  -  £216,726.  I960  -  £195,840. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate:  1961  -  £86©.  I960  -  £783.  Os.  Od. 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  160. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  i960. 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate.  93 

(88) 

93 

(100) 

188 

(188) 

illegit imat  e .  4 

(2) 

9 

JM 

13 

(6) 

Totals:-  99 

(90) 

102 

(104) 

201 

(194) 

Crude  birth  rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population:  18.0 

(17.6) 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated,  population:  16. 

2.  (15.9) 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

1 

Total 

Legitimate  1 

(2) 

3 

(-) 

4 

(2) 

(-) 

(-) 

V  / 

\  / 

\  / 

Totals;—  1 

* 

(-) 

L 

(2) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

04.9. 

(10.2) 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

0.36. 

(0.18) 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

■  ni  i  -  . 

Total 

All  age  groups.  32 

(60) 

34 

(38) 

86 

(98) 

Infants  Under 

One  Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  2 

(3) 

(3) 

2 

(6) 

Illegitimate  - 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Totals:-  2 

(3) 

1  H  1 

(3) 

1  V>l  i 

(6) 

Maternal  Deaths:  Nil.  (Nil) 


Death  Rates 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Adjusted  rate  per  1,000  population: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births: 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births: 
Illegitimate  infanta  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births: 
Maternal  Deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 


7.7- 

(8.9) 

11.3  l 

(23-0) 

14. 9.  ( 

.30.9) 

10.6  ( 

(31.9) 

76.9  ( 

Nil) 

Nil  ( 

[Nil) 

The  number  of  births  increased  by  7  as  compared  with  last  year,  and 
the  birth  rate  has  risen  from  17.6  to  18.0. 


Deaths  have  dcd'eased  by  I?,  The  Infant  jaartnlity  rate  is  lif.  9  as 
against.  30.9  last  year. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  Table 


TABLE  I 


Cause  of  Death* 

Male 

Eanale , 

Total. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach. 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast. 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

4 

6 

10 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

8 

5  . 

n 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 

5 

5 

8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease. 

6 

3 

9 

Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

4 

1 

5 

Pneumonia. 

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis. 

9 

1 

10 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations. 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases. 

2 

4 

6 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

All  Other  Accidents. 

1 

2 

3 

Totals:- 

• 

52 

* 

34 

86 

-  2  - 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  Infant  Deaths 
during  1961,  classified  into  age  groups: 

TABLE  II 


1 

Cause  uf  Death 

Under 

1 

week 

9 

months 

Under  1  year. 

M  . 

F 

Total 

Toxaemia. 

Pneumonia. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Inhalation  of  vomit. 

Intestinal  Obstruction. 
Congenital  imperforate  anus. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Cardiac  Failure. 

Post-natal  Asphyxia. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals:- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

The  two  male  Infant  Deaths  occurred  in  Hospital,  and  the 
female  Infant  Death  oocurred  at  home. 


COMPARISON  OF  KNOTTIN&LEY  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST  RIDING-  URBAN 
DISTRICTS,  THE  WEST  RIDING-  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 


TABLE  III 


Knottingley 

Urban 

District. 

• 

Aggregate 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts. 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England  and 

Wales 

(provisional 

figures). 

BIRTH  RATE  (per  1.000 
estimated  population). 

Crude  Rate. 
Adjusted  Rate. 

18.0 

16.2 

16.7 

16.9 

17.2 

17.4 

17.4 

DEATH  RATE, (per  1.000 
estimated  population). 

All  causes, Crude  Rate. 

Adjusted  Rate. 

7.7 

11.3 

12.8 

13.7 

12.1 

13.4 

12.0 

Infective  &  Para.  Dis. 

Excl.  Tub.  nut  incl. 

Syphl.  and  other  V.D. 

- 

0.05 

0.05 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory. 

- 

0.06 

o.o6 

0.07 

Tuberculosis  Other. 

- 

- 

- 

0.01 

Tuberculosis  -  All  Forms. 

- 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

Cancer 

2.06 

2.09 

1. 98 

2.16 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 

Nervous  System. 

0.99 

1.97 

1.84 

Heart  &  Circulatory  Diseases. 

2.15 

4.79 

4.50 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

1.34 

1. 76 

1.64 

* 

Maternal  Mortality,  (per 

1,000  live  &  still  births. 

- 

0.30 

0.27 

0.33 

Perinatal  Mortality. 

29.3 

33.5 

34.2 

* 

Neonatal  Mortality, 

10.0 

16.0 

16.5 

15.5 

Infant  Mortality. 

14.9 

24.2 

24.5 

21.4 

Still  Births,  (per  1,000 
live  &  still  births). 

19.5 

1 

19.7 

20.2 

18.7 

*  Figures  not  available 


PART  TWO 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  COI.TROL  OVER  INFECTIONS. 


AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases,  other 
than  tuberculosis,  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  IV 


Disease. 

Jan/ 

Mar, 

Apl/ 

’  June 

lu.  -  -T  -  • 

July/ 

Sept" 

Oct/ 

’  Deb. 

,  Total 

Deaths 

No.  of 

Cases 

1  Admitted  to' 
Hospital. 

Measles 

209 

43 

12 

1 

265 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

4 

6 

14 

13 

37 

- 

33 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

3 

- 

2 

1 

6 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Meningitis. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1  ! 

Totals:- 

218 

50  , 

31 

16 

315 

- 

_ 41  .1 

Diphtheria. 


No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 


Immunisation. 

259  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  10  over  the  age  of  five 
years,  received  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  the 
disease.  In  addition  499  children  received  a  reinforcing  injection. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  persons 


TABLE  V. 


Lumber  of  Cases  in  Register  • 

Respiratory 

N on-Respirat  ory 

! 

Total.  i 

1 

M 

F 

M  0 

F 

At  the  commencement 

of  1961. 

31 

23 

5 

11 

70 

notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1961 

1 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Inward  Transfers. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Removed  from  Register. 

2 

3 

- 

- 

5 

Cases  remaining  on 

Register  at  end  of  I96I. 

30 

as as^.\zss2^sz=sk 

24 

ass  :.:rr ? 

3 

11 

80 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are  given  in  the 
following  Table. 


TABLE  VI 


Respiratory. 

Lon-Respiratory 

Ijii Uja.I.L' 0  X  c-Lci, G-LUg  LG 

4 

M  .  F  . 

M  .  F 

Persons  who  have  died. 

1 

- 

1 

Persons  certified  by  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in 
attendance  to  have  recovered. 

2 

- 

2 

Persons  who  have  ceased  to  : 

reside  permanently  in  the 
District. 

1  1 

- 

2 

Totals:- 

eg 

- 

5 

During  the  year  four  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 
There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


—  6  — 


In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified 
according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  disease. 


TABLE  VII 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Ages. 

■  Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

,  M 

F 

M 

F  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  15 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  45 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Under  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65. 

i  -  -  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j  Totals:- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- s - d 

National  Assistance  Act. 

Section  47 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  deal  with  any  patients  under  the  above  Act. 
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PART  111 


COUNTY  COUNCIL 
OP  THE 

WEST  RIDING  OP  YORKSHIRE 

DIVISION  12. 


Pontefract  Municipal  Borough. 
Featherstone  Urban  District. 
Knottingley  Urban  District. 
Osgoldcross  Rural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

1961. 


BY 

J.  F.  PHASER. , 

M.B. ,  B.S.,  D.PoHo,  D.Obst..  R.C,0,G. 
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Divisional  Staff  at  31st  December,  19oi , 


Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

J.F.  Fraser.  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.  Obst. ,  R.C.0.G-. 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
and  School  Medical  Officer . 

E.  Atkinson.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.Go,  D.P.M. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
and ^School  Medical  Officer . 

M,  Obadiah.  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.  Obst.,  R.C.O.G. 


Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  -  Visiting  Staff . 
Ophthalmologist. 

J.V.  Kirkwood.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

R.W.L.  Calderwood.  F.R.C.S.,  LoR.C.P. 


Qto-Rhino-Laryngologist. 

K.M.  Mayall.  M.R.C.S. ,  LoR.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. ,  F.R.F.P.S, 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses . 

Miss  E.M,  Atkinson. 

Mrs.  P.M.  Brice. 

Mrs.  B.  Clarke. 

Miss  L.O.I.  Day. 

Miss  A.  Llsley. 

Mrs.  M.  Faulkner. 

Miss  B.N.  Kennington. 

Mrs.  M.K.  Walsh. 


Assistant  Health  Visitors . 

Mrs.  M.  Harrison. 

Mrs.  M.  Hudson. 

Mrs.  J.K.  Smith.  (Clinic  Nurse). 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor . 
Mrs.  E.W.  Petch. 


(b) 


Miawive  s 


Mrs.  A.  Atack. 

Mrs.  K.  Berry. 

Mrs.  I.  Bushell. 

Mrs.  E.  G-lover.  (Relief). 
Mrs.  D.  Kelly. 

Mrs.  B.  Lister. 

Miss  C.  Norton. 

Mrs.  A.M.  Randall. 

Miss  C.A.  Roberts. 


Home  Nurses. 

Miss  L.  Casey. 
Mrs.  S.  Eaton. 
Mrs.  F.  Green. 
Mrs.  V.  McVeigh. 
Mrs.  A.  Pearce. 
Mrs.  J.M.  Pycock. 


Home  Nurse/Midwife. 
Mrs.  P,  Philip. 


Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

Miss  M.  Horsley, 

Mr*  G. F. G.  Townend. 


Therapist. 


Miss  K. M.  Y/ade. 


Clerical  Staff. 

Mr«.W*  Carver*  (Senior  Clerk). 

Mr.  R.  Bailey.  (Deputy  Senior  Clerk). 
Miss  F. C.  Beresford. 

Miss  E.  Brabbs. 

Miss  K.  Duker. 

Miss  M.M,  Eyre. 

Mrs.  E.M.  Slack.  (Part-time). 

Miss  M.E.  Thorpe. 

Mrs.  C.  Walker. 

Mrs.  C.M.  Wheatley. 


INTRODUCTION 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole,  under 
Part  111  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area 
during  1961  was  114-9,  an  increase  of  2 A  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  18.8  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  18.7  for  the  previous  year  was  well  above 
the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  17*2  and  the  England 
and  Wales  birth  rate  of  17.4. 


Deaths. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction 
for  transfers  were  586,  a  decrease  of  22  compared  with  I960. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  9-6  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  10.1  for  the  previous  year. 
The  West  Riding  Administrative  area  is  12.1  and  England  and  Wales 
12.0. 


Infant  Mortality. 

In  19bl  the  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
38.  The  Ini  ant  Mortality  was  33.1  as  against  25.8  in  the  previous 
year. 


There  was  no  maternal  death  in  the  Divisional  area  during  the 

year. 


MIDWIFERY  AbD  MATERNITY  SERVICES 
Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Of  the  1159  notified  live  births,  467  were  delivered  by 
domiciliary  midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present  in  60 
of  these  cases. 


Notifications. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
practicing  in  the  Division 

Death  of  Mother.  - 

Death  of  Child.  — 

Still  Births.  4 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection.  2 


Medical  Assistance. 


Medical  Aid  notices  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1961  numbered 
58,  all  of  these  being  domie.j  liary  . 


(cl). 


G-as  and  Air  Analgesia. 

All  the  domiciliary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in  gas  and  air 
analgesia  administration  and  were  equipped  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 

The  County  Council  decided  in  1959  to  provide  each  Midwife  with  a 
Trilene  Analgesic  Machine  in  addition  to  the  G-as  and  Air  Machine.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  eight  Midwives  had  received  the  new  machines. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  only  was  given  in  39  cases.  Pethidine  only 
was  given  in  76  cases,  and  gas  and  air  and  pethidine  was  given  in  117 
cases.  Trilene  was  administered  in  30  cases  and  with  Pethidine  in  126 
cases. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  four  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division  which  are  held 
at  Pontefract,  Featherstone,  Knottingley  and  Ferrybridge,  and  during 
the  year  4b  7  patients  attended,  of  which  374  were  new  patients.  The 
total  number  of  attendances  was  2085.  107  patients  were  examined 

post-natally  during  the  year. 


Relaxation  Classes. 

Relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at  the  Pontefract, 
Featherstone  and  Knottingley  Clinics. 

These  have  continued  to  be  fairly  well  attended  and  the  number  of 
attendances  at  these  Clinics  during  the  year  was  362. 

Institutional  Midwifery. 

Patients  from  this  Division  are  admitted  to  either  the  Castleford 
Maternity  Home  or  to  the  Southmoor  Maternity  Unit,  Hemsworth. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  regarding  maternity 
accommodation  although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  secure 
admission  to  the  hospital  of  the  patient's  choice.  Due  to  travelling 
difficulties  there  is  a  preference  for  the  Castleford  Maternity  Home, 
although  our  allocation  of  beds  is  much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 


CHILL  WELFARE 

There  are  County  owned  clinics  at  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and 
Knottingley. 

Our  Pontefract  Clinic  continues  to  be  admired  and  appreciated  by 
patients  and  staff. 

Improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Knottingley  Clinic  in  1961, 
including  a  new  entrance,  pram  shelter  and  additional  toilet  facilities. 

The  following  proprietory  preparations  were  available  at  cost 
prices  to  all  women  attending  at  the  Clinics 


Ostermilk. 

Trufood. 

Ovaltine. 

Cow  &  G-ate. 
Horlicks. 
G-lucose  'D' 
Minadex. 
Lactagol. 

Bemax. 

G-erex. 

Trufood  Cereal. 


Virol. 

Malt  dine. 

Scotts  Twin  Pack. 

Farex. 

Robinson's  G-roats. 
Robinson' s  Patent  Barley. 
Colact. 

Rob  rex. 

Rob  soup. 

Bovril  Weaning  Food. 
Roboleine. 


The  annual  turnover  of  baby  food  etc.  is  approximately  £5,000, 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge: - 

I.C.D.  Tablets.  Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 

Viteolin  Tablets  A  &  D  liquid. 

Vitamin  1 C'  Lactation  Tablets 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
Committees  at  the  Clinics  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during 
the  year. 


Premature  Babies 

During  the  year  73  babies  weighing  5'g'  lbs.  or  less  were  born  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Division, 
and  16  were  born  at  home. 


SCHOOL  HliiAliTH  j_LRVICg 


Me  di_c  al  In  si  section  s 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e.  the 
entrants  (5  years*  )  second  age  group  (7  years*  )  intermediate  years 
(10  years  +  )  and  leavers  (12,_  years  *  )  continued  throughout  the  year  at 
the  37  schools  in  the  Division. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who,  at  previous  periodic  or  special 
examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were  made  at  each  school 
medical  inspection*  During  the  year  2782  periodic  inspections  were 
carried  out. 


General  Condition  of  Children 

All  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  classified  as  to  their 
general  condition  at  the  time  of  examination  and  97»6l?o  weie  classified  as 
satisfactory  and  only  2,39%  as  unsatisfactory. 

Uncleanliness 

During  the  year  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  made  19,367 
examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these  2,l,-0  individual  children 
‘were  found  to  be  infested. 

SPECIAL  CLINICS 
Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Dr.  J.V,  Kirkwood  holds  weekly  clinics  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract.  During  the  year  1919  children  were  examined.  Of  these 
612,.  were  prescribed  glasses. 

Par,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics 

Mr.  K.M.  May  all  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the  Central  Clinic,, 
Pontefract,  for  children  from  this  Division.  During  the  year  Mr.  Mayall 
held  2 2j.  sessions  and  saw  116  children.  In  all,  the  children  made  221 
attendances. 


(f) 


Orthopaedic  Clinics, 


Mr.  R.W.L.  Calderwood,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  holds  a  monthly 
Clinic  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract,  and  during  the  year  9 
sessions  were  held.  114  children  were  seen  at  these  clinics  and 
the  total  number  of  attendances  made  was  147# 


Child  G-uidance  Treatment. 

A  child  Guidance  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract.  Children  from  surrounding  Divisional  areas  attended 
here  in  addition  to  our  own.  In  November,  Dr.  E.  Atkinson,  Senior 
Assistance  County  Medical  Officer,  joined  Dr.  P.J.  Crowley,  the 
Consultant  Psychiatrist,  on  the  staff  of  the  Clinic. 

Mr,  D.G.  Pickles,  Clinic  Psychologist,  and  Mrs.  P.  Harris, 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  continued  to  do  much  good  work  at  the 
Clinic. 


Speech  Therapy. 

In  1959,  the  speech  therapy  clinic  at  Featherstone  was 
transferred  to  the  Central  Clinic,  Pontefract.  This  is  more 
centrally  situated  for  mothers  to  attend.  Miss  K, M.  Wade,  Speech 
Therapist,  treated  79  children  during  1961. 


Handicapped  Pupils,. 

The  regular  medical  examination  of  handicapped  children 
continued  during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  recommendations 
were  made  for  placement  in  special  schools. 


Medical  Examination  of  Teachers  and 

Entrants  to  Training  College. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  examine 
candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  the  college  authorities  of  their  fitness  to  follow  a 
course  of  teacher  training.  During  the  year  33  candidates  were 
examined  and  where  necessary,  x-ray  examinations  arranged. 

In  the  case  of  entrants  to  the  teaching;  profession,  4 
examinations  were  made. 


(g) 


B_«_C .  G-.^  Vaccinati_Qn  ^gainst  Tuberculosis . 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all  children  in 
the  year  of  their  13th  birthday.  With  the  consent  of  the  parents,  a 
test  is  performed  to  see  if  the  child  has  already  encountered  the 
germ  of  Tuberculosis.  If  it  has  done  so,  no  further  action  is  taken, 
as  it  is  assumed  that  the  child  is  acquiring  a  natural  immunity.  If, 
however,  the  test  indicates  that  the  child  has  not  encountered  tuberclo 
bacillus,  then  vaccination  is  carried  out. 

The  age  of  13  years  has  been  chosen  because  at  this  age  the  natural 
resistance  to  the  disease  tends  to  drop  and  it  is  hoped  to  confer 
protection  during  the  years  of  increased  risk. 


During  i960  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided  to  make  the  offer  of 
Vaccination  a  continuous  one  to  all  children  over  13  years  of  age. 

No.  of  ...consents  No .  of  consents  Mantoux  Mantoux  Mantoux 

issued  Received.  Test.  Negative  Positive 

1033  620  567  302  65 

Not 

Ascertained 


B«C 

Vaccination 


502 


Vaccination,  against  Poliomyelitis 
The  programme  of  Vaccination  was  continued  during  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  1961  the  position  was  as  follows: - 
Children  and  Young. Persons  under  18  years  of  age. 

Number  vaccinated  12490 


Young  ..Persons  born  between  1933  and  1942 . 

Number  vaccinated  2719 


Adults 

Number  vaccinated  698 

Total.  13907 

HEALTH  VISITING-. 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  visits  were  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors  in  the  Division. 


No.  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  visited  during  the  year. ..3512 

Total  visits  made  to  expectant  mother's*  . . .  ...  . ..  220 

Total  visits  made  to  children  under  1  year  of  age . 5391 

Total  visits  made  to  children  aged  1  and  under  2  years . 2224 

Total  visits  made  to  children  aged  2  but  under  5  years . 4361 

Total  visits  made  to  tuberculous  households  ...  * . 1574 

Total  families  or  households  visited  ..  ...  . . . .  ...4635 

Other  cases  visited  ...  . . .  . . ..6205 


HOME  NURSING- 


During  the  year  21,927  visits  were  paid  by  home  nurses  compared 
with  22,380  in  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  cases  attended  and  visits  made  are  shown  below; - 


Classification. 

No.  of  Cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  year. 

No.  of  visits 
paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during 
year. 

(l)  Medical. 

566 

13107 

(2)  Surgical. 

193 

3431 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases. 

- 

- 

(4)  Tuberculosis 

8 

365 

(5)  Maternal  complications. 

5 

24 

Totals: - 

772 

21927 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  were  aged  63  or  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year. 

490 

16164 

Children  included  in  above 
who  were  under  3  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  during  the  year. 

40 

192 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  have  had  more  than  24 
visits  during  the  year. 

107 

5822 

_ t  _ _ _  _ _ _ „  _ _ _  _ _  1 

_ _ 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946.  Section  29  of  the  Act  stipulates  the  class  of  case  for  which 

provision  of  a  Home  Help  can  be  made*  These  are  as  follows:- 

(a)  Ill.  (d^  Expectant  Mother. 

(b)  Lying-in.  (e)  Mental  Defective. 

(c)  Aged.  (f)  A  child  not  over 

compulsory  school  age. 

Before  a  Home  Help  can  be  provided,  a  form  of  application  must  be 
signed  by  the  head  of  the  household  on  which  he  undertakes  either  to 
pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  service,  or  to  give  a  statement  of  his  income 
and  agree  to  pay  the  assessed  charge  according  to  the  County  Council 
scheme. 

Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Home  Help  be  used  as  a  sitter-in  and  the 
amount  of  assistance  which  a  patient  is  granted  is  related  strictly  to 
the  amount  of  domestic  work  which  is  required  to  be  done. 


(i) 


The  authorised  establishment  of  Home  Helps  in  this  Division  was  37 
Authorised  Divisional  Establishment 


(i)  Basic  37 

(ii)  Prom  Reserve. 

(iii)  TOTAL.  37 

No_._  of  j)omes_tic  Hclp_s  employod  at  31st  December,  1961 . 

(i)  vVhole-tirne  Nil 

(ii)  Part-time  52 

( iii)  TOTAL  52 


Cases  jsrovided  with  Domes IpL c_Jie Ijd  during  the  year  ended 
“  1  December, 


(i)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers). 

(ii)  Tuberculosis. 

(iii)  Chronic  Sick  -  (a)  aged  65+ 

(b)  under  65 

(iv)  Others. 


Number  of  Home  Helps  that  could  have  been  employed 


No.  of 

Hours 

Cases 

employed 

34 

1966 

3 

297 

362 

66100 

70 

9530 

469 

77893 

full-time 

-  35.7 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

In  November,  i960,  the  new  Mental  Health  Act  became  operative  and 
two  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  given  the  task  of  coping  with  the 
increased  work  which  the  Act  places  upon  local  Health  Authorities. 

MEDICAL  BZANINATION  OF  STAFF 

New  entrants  to  the  County  Council  service  are  required  to  undergo 
a  medical  examination  to  see  if  they  are  suitable  for  admission  to  the 
Superannuation  Scheme,  and  during  the  year  I  examined  60  candidates. 

In  addition  I  medically  examined  88  persons  who  were  to  be  employed 
in  the  School  Meals  Service. 


fl 


• ;  \:7 


.  ,  ,  -  T 


. 


. 


KNOTT INGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR 
19  6  1 


B  Y 

L.  BARBER, 
M,A*P,H,  I. ,  M.R.S.H. 


KNOTT  INGLE  Y  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CONSTITUTION  OP  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

1961/62 

CHAIR/IAN  : 

Councillor  J.  Shay, 

MEMBERS  : 

Councillor  S,  Alder son. 
Councillor  M,  H<&auchlan. 
Councillor  J,  I,  Nunns, 

C  ounc  ill  or  '  Ir  s ,  M ,  Nunn  s , 
Councillor  W,  B,  Piper*  J,P«, 
Councillor  H.  Rose, 

Councillor  K,  Sharpe, 
Councillor  J,  Sovverby, 


KNOTTINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
Hr,  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  for  your 
information.  This  Report  covers  the  activities  of  my  Department 
during  the  year  1961, 

All  departments  of  a  Local  Authority  issue  statistics 
and  information  generally  to  the  County  Council  and  to  the  Central 
Government  to  help  in  the  compilation  of  Reports  on  the  state  of 
seme  facet  or  other  of  the  Nations  life  and  organisation.  Very 
few  departments  however,  issue  the  equivalent  of  a 'White  : 

Paper"  annually  to  help  the  Councillor  and  the  ratepayers  at  large 
to  understand  not  only  what  was  done  but  how-and  very  often  why  it 
was  done. 


An  Annual  Report  is  a  very  personal  document  in  that  it 
expresses  the  hopes  -  and  occasionally  the  fears  of  one  man;  its 
author.  He  often,  like  an  actor,  is  so  involved  in  the  technicalities 
of  his  job  that  he  is  unable  to  judge  the  merit  of  a  performance 
and  later,  when  reviewing  the  completed  film,  is  powerless  to 
alter  by  so  much  as  one  stroke  or  syllable  the  effect  -produced  by 
skilful  cutting  and  editing.  Only  in  the  Annual  Report  -  albeit 
produced  to  the  instructions  of  a  Ministry,  can  the  Officer  "get 
across"  for  good  or  ill,  completely  under  his  own  banner. 

Local  Government  as  many  have  known  it  is  dying.  Larger 
Authorities,  less  susceptible  perhaps  to  certain  "winds  of  change" 
are  on  their  way.  Our  own  fate  may  be  settled  before  this  Report 
is  read.  This  feeling  of  uncertainty  pervades  the  whole  structure 
and  makes  a  mockery  of  the  five,  seven  and  ten  year  programmes 
being  requested  by  various  Ministries,  Quite  apart  fron  the  hold 
up  due  to  the  difficulties  of  securing  staff  for  posts  which  may 
or  may  not  exist  in  two  or  three  years  time,  how  can  one  commit 
ones  possible  successors  in  title  when  the  upheavals  of  amalgamation, 
re-organisation  and  replanning  are  constantly  at  ones  shoulder? 

Clean  Air,  Town  Planning,  Modern  Hygienic  Shops,  Better  Slaughtering 
Facilities,  Slum  Clearance  -  now  virtually  at  an  end  fortunately 
in  this  District  under  the  present  standards  -  are  all  victims 
of  this  feeling  to  some  degree  and  the  terrible  thing  is  that  as 
possibility  becomes  probability  and  certainty  succeeds  mere  doubt 
a  state  of  complete  laissez-faire  may  envelope  whole  sections  of 
our  Public  life,  both  employee  and  employer  with  serious  consequences 
to  Public  Health  and  amenity  in  many  places. 

These  jottings,  which  read  perhaps  like  a  "People  and 
Places"  script  -  unedited  -  may  be  construed  in  many  ways  by  many 
people  but  my  only  wish  is  to  secure  the  preservation  of  the  integrity 
of  Local  Government  and  the  people  who  serve  therein  either 
professionally  or  out  of  a  spirit  of  service  to  the  community  at 
large. 


During  the  year  Mr,  K,  Barratt  joined  the  Department  as 
a  Pupil  and  commenced  both  theoretical  and  practical  training  for 
the  new  Diploma  in  Public  Health, 


My  thanks  are  due  to  my  fellow  Officials,  to  the  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  in  particular  to  my  Chairman 
Councillor  J,  Shay  for  their  help  and  understanding  in  what  was 
a  somewhat  disjointed  year  for  me  personally,  * 

ft 

I  remain,  ft  ,, 

Your  Ob  et^enty  Servant1, 


Council  Offices, 
The  Close, 
KNOTTINGLEY. 


/ 

Public  He al th-Yh spe c t or , 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  1 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
of  the 


DISTRICT 


W  A  T  I  K  SUPPLIES 


The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Pontefract  Municipal  Borough  and  is  distributed  by  the 
Knottingley  Urban  District  Council, 

The  water,  taken  from  three  boreholes,  is  chlorinated 
at  source  and  is  of  consistently  good  quality.  The  hardness 
of  the  water,  both  temporary  and  permanent,  occasionally 
proves  to  be  inconvenient,  particularly  in  water  heating 
appliances,  but  the  problem  is  far  fran  insuperable  and  complaints 
are  few  and  far  between, 

Five  dwellings  -  enumerated  below,  are  not  as  yet 
connected  to  the  Public  water  supply, 

1,  "Talsperre”  Frys ton  Lane, 

2*  Fryston  Cottage,  Frys ton  Lane, 

3,  Blackburn  Lane  Gatehouse, 

4,  Common  Lane  Gatehouse, 

5,  Waterfield  No,  2,  Gatehouse, 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  to  close  certain  of  the 
Gatehouses  and  as  a  result  of  the  construction  of  Ferrybridge  "C,f 
Power  Station  at  least  one  of  the  Fryston  Lane  properties  will 
be  closed  and  cleared, 

A  copy  of  the  Public  Analyst's  Report  on  a  sample  of 
mains  water  is  appended  below. 


Sample  of  Mains  TTater 

Chemical  Analysis 


Parts  per 

Million 

Total  Solids 

360 

Chloride 

23 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^ 

116 

Total  Hardness 

240 

Permanent  Hardness 

124 

Temporary  Hardness 

116 

Lead,  Copper,  Sine 

NIL 

Iron 

0.4 

Fluorine 

0.1 

Manganese 

0.1 

Free  Ammonia 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.01 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

NIL 

Nitrio  Nitrogen 

5.2 

pH  7.2 

This  water  is  of  good  organic  purity 

(Signed)  F,  W,  M,  Jaffe 

RICHARDSON  &  JA  IE 
-  1  -  BRADFORD. 


SAHECAHT  aocmodasiw  and  sewage  disposal 


Figures  taken  frcra  the  mid  1961  Census  show  that  the 
Knottingley  Urban  District  contains  3480  private  dwellings.  The 
total  msaber  of  premises  served  therefore  adds  up  to  well  over 
3600  and  of  these  only  33  are  now  served  by  cesspools  and  3  only 
by  pail  closets. 

During  the  year  two  cesspools  have  been  abolished  by  the 
closing  or  demolition  of  the  properties  served. 

A  caravan  site  -  not  on  the  watercarriage  system*  is  served 
by  a  combination  of  pail  closets  and  cesspools.  If  a  licence  is 
granted  under  the  new  Act  it  is  to  be  anticipated  that  certain 
improvements  will  be  made  in  the  sanitary  facilities  at  this  site. 

Following  our  disappointment  concerning  the  Joint  Sewage 
Works  Scheme  last  year  much  hard  work  has  been  put  into  acquiring  an 
alternative  site  and  our  partners  in  this  enterprise  the  Osgoldcross 
Rural  District  Council  are  tackling  this  thorny  problem  with  all 
possible  speed.  In  the  meantime  the  local  officials  and  the 
Consulting  Engineers  to  this  Authority  are  producing  information  on 
the  amendments  required  to  our  scheme.  Not  only  are  we  faced  with 
a  new  site  but  our  unprecedented  growth  over  the  next  few  years  equalled, 
I  believe  by  few  Authorities  outside  the  New  Towns  laas  provided 
new  problems  of  flow  rates,  industrial  and  trade  effluents  etc.  which 
has  necessitated  completely  re-casting  many  of  our  previous  estimates 
and  calculations.  It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  1962  will  see 
same  positive  and  tangible  evidence  of  our  work. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Disinfection  of  premises  which  have  housed  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  is  carried  out  as  necessary  as  part  of  our  general 
practice  of  Preventative  Medicine.  As  I  have  commented  before,  one 
cannot  judge  to  what  degree  any  particular  part  of  the  Disease 
Preventative  Measures  are  successful,  one  only  sees  the  results  as 
a  whole,  Nontheless  I  feel  that  the  old  saw  about  an  ounce  of 
Prevention  being  better  than  a  pound  of  Cure  is  only  too  true.  The 
pity  of  it  is  that  today  that  just  about  weighs  up  the  relative  costs 
of  the  two  sections.  Perhaps  this  overstates  the  case  a.  little 
because  miost  of  our  expert  and  learned  bodies  of  opinion  are  more 
and  more  moving  to  the  view  that  the  improvement  of  our  environment 
e.g.  housing,  food  supplies,  working  conditions,  and  the  provision 
of  facilities  for  the  better  enjoyment  of  leisure  is  of  major 
importance  in  our  battle  for  a  healthier  and  happier  life. 

Supplies  of  disinfectant  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Department  as  and  when  required. 


INSECT  INFESTATION 

This  heading  is  being  used  in  preference  to  the  older 
"Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises",  YYe  still  do  have  and  probably 
always  will  have  families  who  fall  below  that  undefined  and 
possibly  indefinable  line  which  separates  "Clean"  denoting  the 
norm  and  "Dirty"  denoting  the  sub  normal. 

The  job  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  to  raise  the 
standard  of  the  sub  normal  to  the  level  of  the  norm  and  at  the  same 
time  raise  the  norm  itself.  This  is  virtually  a  self  perpepuating 
task  as  any  Inspector  of  experience  will  tell  you.  Many  of  the 
"Dirty"  families  of  today  would  have  been  at  or  very  near  the  norm 
of  20-25  years  ago  and  this  reflects  the  rise  in  the  standards 
expected  of  and  by  the  average  householder  of  today. 
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These  higher  standards  are  very  welcome  and  they  have 
brought  about  a  considerable  change  in  the  character  of  infestation 
complaints.  This  year  it  will  be  noted  that  no  confirmed 
infestation  of  bed-bugs  had  to  be  treated.  An  odd  precautionary 
treatment  was  given  but  no  positive  evidence  of  an  infestation  was 
found.  However  more  insect  infestations  than  ever  before  have  been 
treated  -  most  of  than  insects  which  have  for  many  years  enjoyed 
comparative  immunity  from  the  organised  and  systematic  destruction 
which  has  practically  eliminated  the  wholly  detested  bed-bug* 

I  give  below  a  table  showing  the  infestations  treated  during 

the  year. 


Infestation 

Ho,  Treated 

Re-infestations 

Y/oodworm 

10 

0 

Ants 

29 

b 

Silverf ish 

10 

1 

Cockroaches 

16 

0 

Clovemites 

b- 

2 

House  Plies 

19 

1 

Crickets 

6 

0 

Miscellaneous 

10 

0 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Knottingley  Urban  District  Council  is  in  the  forefront 
of  the  battle  against  atmospheric pollution  in  this  part  of  the 
country  even  if  not  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

By  the  end  of  1961  this  Authority  had  three  Confirmed  Smoke 
Control  Orders,  one  at  the  Ministry  for  informal  approval  and  one 
under  inspection  and  prex^aration,  Perhaps  in  the  interests  of 
continuity  I  might  also  mention  that  in  the  early  months  of  1962  - 
as  a  result  of  work  carried  out  mainly  in  1 961  -  a  new  and  thoroughly 
revised  Smoke  Control  Programme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government . 


This  programme  shows  that  by  the  end  of  1961  over  2.0%  of 
the  houses  in  the  district  were  covered  by  Confirmed  Smoke  Control 
Orders,  by  1965  over  50%  will  be  covered  and  the  whole  programme 
should  be  completed  by  1969* 

The  amount  of  industrial  pollution  has  decreased  beyond 
measure  but  three  sources  of  pollution  are  still  with  us,  although 
certain  developments  in  research  lead  us  to  believe  that  improvements 
can  be  effected  in  these  spheres.  The  first  of  these  sources  are  of 
ccwrse  the  coal  fired  producer-gas  plants  with  their  heat  exchanger 
reversal  every  20-30  minutes  which  results  in  raw  yellow  producer-gas 
belching  from  the  stack  for  30-60  seconds  with  each  reversal.  It 
used  to  be  thought  that  other  methods  of  firing  glass  furnaces  were 
almost  impossible  but  we  now  have  extremely  efficient  oil  fired 
furnaces  and,  I  believe,  electric  furnaces*  I  am  unable  to  judge 
the  economics  of  these  various  methods  but  the  drift  from  producer- 
gas  is  very  marked  and  I  cannot  think  that  this  would  happen  in  such 
a  very  ccnnpetative  market  as  the  glass  industry  unless  some  economic 
benefit  is  to  be  derived. 
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The  second  type  ccf  polluting  industry  is  ironfounding.  This 
pollution  is  generally  oorrfHJi£<l  to  a  o anpar atively  small  area  and  is 
very  intermittent  in  character,  Here  recent  advances  in  the  design  of 
"Wet”  grit  arresters  could  help  considerably  to  reduce  the  grit  output 
of  the  furnaces. 

The  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  of  our  local  "Nuisance 
industries"  is  the  Central  Electricity  Generating  Board  plant  situated 
in  ferrybridge.  There  is  a  very  trite  saying  about  muck  and 
money  and  whilst  the  Knottingley  Urban  District  council  appreciate  the 
return  of  the  very  considerable  Rateable  value  to  the  Councils  accounts 
they  nontheless  feel  that  a  Nationalised  industry  should  be  in  the 
forefront  of  the  fight  against  air  pollution.  At  the  moment  it  appears 
that  the  sulphur  output  cannot  economically  be  greatly  reduced  but  I 
believe  that  certain  research  now  being  carried  out,  in  Germany  and  in 
England,  shows  pr anise  of  a  completely  new  approach  to  this  problem. 

The  Central  Electricity  Generating  Board  are  building  stacks  ever 
higher  in  their  newer  stations  to  disperse  the  gases  and  minimise  the 
ill  effects  of  these  noxious  and  dangerous  fumes  but  in  this  district 
at  least,  the  older,  less  efficient  station  has  very  low  stacks  and  we 
feel  that  attention  should  be  paid  to  these  existing  problems  as  well 
as  to  future  sources  of  pollution.  So  far  our  efforts  to  secure  higher 
dispersal  of  the  flue  gases  fran  the  "A"  Station  have  failed  but  the 
grit  arresters  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled  with, we  hope,  some 
reduction  in  grit  output. 

Unfortunately  there  lias  been  both  a  change  in  the  system  of 
measuring  the  pollutants  and  a  hold-up  in  the  dissemination  of  the 
information  from  the  Warren  Springs  Research  Station  and  figures  for 
1961  arc  therefore  not  yet  available  for  comparison  with  previous 
years. 

Much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  particularly  in 
partnership  with  the  National  Coal  Board  technical  officers  in  advising 
on  fuels  and  firing  methods  to  reduce  both  smoke  and  fuel  consumption, 

A  number  of  smoke  warning  devices  have  been  fitted  in  the  flues  of 
certain  "suspect"  boilers  and  every  boiler  house  is  now  fitted  with 
same  means  of  checking  the  stack  top  -without  leaving  the  boiler  house* 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  is  one  licensed  permanent  caravan  site  for  24  caravans 
in  the  Urban  District  and  the  demand  for  sites  is  far  in  excess  of 
those  available.  This  situation  is  unlikely  to  improve  as  work  on  the 
Ferrybridge  "C"  Power  Station  advances  and  more  labour  is  employed, 

Vuch  of  this  labour  will  necessarily  be  imported  as  Knottingley  has 
little  or  no  unemployment  problem  and  many  of  these  imported  workmen 
live  in  caravans  almost  permanently,  travelling  from  contract  to  contract 
in  the  course  of  their  normal  employment. 

These  men,  a  large  proportion  of  wham  bring  their  families 
with  them  are  not  "Itinerants"  in  the  true  sense  and  indeed,  some 
invariably  take  settled  employment  at  the  Power  Station  on  completion, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  all  the  normal  amenities  of  modern  life. 
The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  seeks  to  provide  these 
and  to  enable  high  quality  permanent  sites  to  take  the  place  of  the  hit 
or  miss  systems  of  old.  This  Act,  will,  I  feel  sure,  be  successful  and 
will  enable  people  who  must  live  in  caravans  for  one  reason  or  another 
to  do  so  in  civilised  conditions  which  will  do  much  to  remove  the 
stigma  which  still  attaches  to  this  form  of  living. 

Despite  all  this  we  are  still  left  with  the  itinerant  trader 
and  the  gipsy.  Neither  of  these  will  be  accepted  on  any  caravan  site 
with  pretensions  to  respectability  at  all.  The  Act  provides  for  the 
use  of  land  for  up  to  28  days  in  any  one  year  as  a  caravan  site  before 
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Planning  Permission  must  be  obtai  led.  This  I  dare  eay  goes  seme  way 
to  meeting  their  requirements  but  it  is  not  easy  to  enforce  such  a 
provision  and  already  differences  in  interpretation  and  degree  of 
enforcement  are  apparent. 

I  nave,  in  the  past  suggested  that  Local  Authorities 
themselves  should  provide  small  -  and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say, 
secluded  sites  in  order  to  provide  some  relatively  settled  background 
for  the  children  and  to  give  these  children  the  opportunity,  by 
education  both  at  school  and  by  the  various  Social  Services,  of 
escaping  the  illiteracy  and  anti-social  reputation  of  their  kind.  It 
is  pleasing  to  see  that  more  powerful  voices  are  now  raised  in  support 
cf  this  theory  but  only  time  will  bring  justification  or  condemnation 
of  our  actions.  Much  -  in  fact  everything  depends  on  the  co-operation 
of  the  very  people  we  seek  to  help.  They  themselves  would  be  living 
proof  of  the  success  or  failure  of  such  an  experiment. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  year  1961  will  go  down  in  the  Public  Health  history  as 
the  year  of  the  Rodent.  With  newspaper  headlines  of  "Supermice"  and 
grave  voiced  experts  talking  of  the  effects  of  induced  Warfarin 
immunity  and  hysterical  c cm plai rants  swearing  that  even  the  cats  were 
now  having  to  patrol  in  pairs,  one  quite  reasonably  anticipated  being 
literally  knee  deep  in  assorted  Rodentia  by  the  year  end. 

Fortunately,  as  in  most  of  the  crises  cf  our  time  a  little  of 
the  story  was  true,  a  lot  of  the  story  was  imagination  and  sane  of  the 
story  was  induced  laziness. 

There  were  more  rats  and  mice.  Long  periods  of  mild  weather 
in  Autumn  and  Winter  had  resulted  in  low  natural  losses  and  accelerated 
breeding.  The  cessation  of  Ministry  Contracts,  the  dropping  of  the 
unremunerative  contracts  (and  therfore  probably  the  most  heavily 
infested  areas)  by  private  operators,  and  the  lack  of  personnel  in  the 
Local  Authorities  who  could  take  on  the  additional  work,  had  all  played 
their  part  in  increasing  the  breeding  reservoir  prior  to  1961. 

There  was  sane  degree  of  Warfarin  immunity  built  up  in 
certain  mice  infestations  and  I  believe  in  sane  very  isolated  rat 
infestations  which  had  been  under  treatment  for  long  periods. 

The  induced  laziness  was  to  be  found  in  places  where,  after 
unremitting  propaganda,  Warfarin  had  ccsne  to  be  regarded  as  the  panacea 
of  all  rodent  evils  and  had  been  used  constantly  and  possibly  incorrectly. 

As  a  purely  precautionary  measure,  in  view  of  the  publicity 
and  not  because  it  was  in  any  way  necessary,  we  in  Knottingley  stopped 
using  Warfarin  except  in  cases  where  other  rodenticides  could  not  be 
used  and  concentrated  for  two  or  three  months  on  using  "Cymag"  in 
open  country  and  zinc  phosphide  or  arsenous  oxide  in  more  enclosed  areas. 
We  also  extended  the  limits  of  our  treatments  and  whilst  the  report 
shows  less  actual  treatments  they  were  larger  and  broader  in  scope  and 
the  "Block  Control"  schemes  were  so  extensive  that  in  fact  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  the  district,  and  particularly  of  the"reservoir" 
areas,  received  treatment  than  is  usual. 

Naturally  this  required  extra  staff  and  a  man  was  attached 
to  the  department  for  training  and  ultimate  appointment  as  a  full-time 
rodent  operator.  At  the  sane  time  approaches  were  made  to  get  farms 
and  business  premises  under  Annual  Contract. 

To  cover  the  Bastern  part  of  the  district  arrangements  were 
made  with  the  Osgoldcross  Rural  District  Council  to  carry  out  a  large 
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and  concentrated  joint  operation  in  the  latter  months  of  1961  and 
early  1962.  Extremely  good  kills  have  been  reported  and  a  careful 
check  is  being  made  against  re-infestation. 

Since  taking  these  extensive  and  time  absorbing  steps  we 
have  reverted  to  our  normal  usage  in  the  way  of  poisons  and  are  also 
experimenting  with  specially  treated  Warfarin  for  use  as  a  semi¬ 
permanent  sewer  bait.  Takes  have  not  been  abnormal  and  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  cause  for  exceptional  measures  at  present, 

I  present  on  the  accompanying  page  a  copy  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  196i  as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food, 
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REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDING  3lst  DECEMBER.  1 96l 


Type  of  Property 

Non  -  Agricultural 

Agri- 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
houses  incl. 

All  other 
including 

Total 
(l,  2  &  3) 

cultural 

Premises 

Council 

Business 

Houses 

Premises 

1 .  Number  of  properties 
in  L.A's.  District 

13 

3480 

M4 

3907 

30 

2.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a 
result  of 

8 

60 

a.  notification 

2 

50 

b .  survey  under  the  kt 

12 

88 

59 

159 

10 

c.  otherwise  (when 

- 

46 

33 

79 

- 

visited  primarily 
for  some  other 
purpose) 

3.  Total  inspections 

carried  out  incl. 
re- inspections. 

(To  be  completed 

Nc 

figures  read 

ily  available 

• 

only  if  figures  are 
readily  available^ 

A.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  (in  Sec. 

2)  which  were  fourd 
to  be  irfested  by 

_  Major 

a.  Rats  -  ... 

Minor 

1 

10 

•  49 

2 

1 

6i 

3 

1 

,  ...  Major 

Minor 

1 

13 

1 

15 

— 

5.  Number  of  properties 

infested  (S .4) 
treated  by  L.A. 

62 

2 

76 

K 

6.  Total  treated 

, 

including  re- 

l6 

68 

2 

86 

4 

treatments 

7.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Sec. 

4  of  the  Act; 

-  ■ 

a.  Treatment 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b.  Structural. Work 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Number  of  cases 

in  which  default 
action  taken 
after  Sec.4notdfl3 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 0.  Block  Control 
Schemes  done 

.  . .  ■■npin. 
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FACTORIES 


I  give  below  figures  of  investigations  made  and  defects  found  and 
remedied  during  the  year  in  Factories  within  the  Urban  District. 

These  figures  do  not  include  visits  in  respect  of  Rodent  Control  (given  elsevhsre), 
in  respect  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  nor  of  visits  in  respect  of  smoke  and 
noxious  effluvia  both  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  summary  of  visits  at  the  end  of 
the  report. 

FACTORIES  ACT  RETURN  FOR  1 %1 


Number 

••••  •  on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections . 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

a.  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A' s. 

1 

3 

. 

- 

b.  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A’s. 

53 

68 

2 

- 

c.  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  L.A’s. 

' 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

54- 

71 

2 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  case's  in 
which  defects  were 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 
by  H.M. 
Insp. 

red 

to  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness  S.1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  S , 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  S.  3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 
ventilation  S.  4- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

S.  7 

1 .  Insufficient 

2.  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

3.  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

1 

3 

i  3  ! 

t  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  S.  6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  2 


NSW  HOUSING 


Owing  to  the  fall  off  in  Slum  Clearance  foreshadowed  over 
the  last  two  years  together  with  tnenew  methods  of  obtaining  housing 
subsidies  the  number  of  houses  built  to  rent  has  fallen  off  again. 

The  number  of  dwellings  actually  built  for  the  Local  Authority 
achieved  the  respectable  total  of  70  because  28  houses  were  built  for 
sale  to  help  satisfy  a  growing  demand  for  this  type  of  property. 

The  method  of  determining  subsidies  has  once  again  changed 
and  as  this  Authority  appears  to  be  one  which  can  and  will  receive 
the  subsidy  the  number  of  houses  constructed  to  rent  should  once 
again  begin  to  climb. 

Further  points  perhaps  only  of  academic  interest  at  the 
moment  but  of  importance  for  the  future  are  the  proposals  to  build  up 
to  1400  houses  for  workers  drafted  into  the  district  and  the  decline 
in  the  length  of  our  housing  lists  together  with  the  continued  drop 
in  the  number  of  points  needed  before  an  applicant  can  get  a  house. 

As  a  result  of  this  latter  item  we  find  that  prospective  tenants  are 
becoming  more  and  more  choosey  in  the  location  and  type  of  dwelling 
they  will  accept.  This  attitude  could  be  a  spur  to  the  redevelopment 
of  smaller,  more  intimate  and  much  more  central  sites  in  the  district 
whioh  have  so  far  had  to  be  neglected  under  the  pcpessure  of  building 
for  quantity. 


UNFIT  HOUSES 


The  pace  of  Slum  Clearance  has  slackened  in  Knottingley  due 
to  the  shortage  of  houses  which  are  below  the  existing  standards  set 
out  for  our  guidance  by  the  Government  of  the  day.  Nevertheless  1 37  psisos 
comprising  40  families  were  taken  from  Slum  properties  during  the 
year. 


It  is  "Non  U"  for  officials  to  labour  the  point  but  last 
year  I  wrote  at  same  length  on  the  methods  and  necessity  of  improving 
sound  but  sub-standard  amenity  properties, 

I  do  not  claim  that  this  was  a  singular  nor  a  particularly 
brilliant  piece  of  deduction  because  obviously  other  minds  have 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusions,  I  would  merely  point  out  that  even 
with  the  much  easier  Standard  Grant  procedure  only  a  very  small 
improvement  has  been  made  in  the  number  of  applications  for  Grant, 

In  view  of  the  preponderance  of  Council  owned  properties  in 
the  town  and  the  proposed  50$  increase  in  the  next  4  years,  one  is 
loathe  to  recommend  further  reductions  in  the  number  of  privately 
owned  rented  dwellings  but  it  does  seem  a  pity  to  let  quite  good 
houses  deteriorate  to  slua  standards  and  then  spend  £1600  -  £1800  to 
replace  each  one  when  an  initial  expenditure  of  around  £200  -  £300 
would  have  provided  a  new  lease  of  life  to  these  properties  and  would 
also  have  retained  a  little  of  the  character  of  the  town  which  is 
gradually  being  swamped  by  rather  impersonal  post  war  developments. 
Even  with  the  cost  of  purchasing  such  properties  savings  of  £600  - 
£800  per  dwelling  could  be  made.  This  type  of  house  would  also  most 
probably  have  an  even  lower  rent  than  our  present  pre  -war  houses. 

Two  towns  have  taken  this  up  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  is  becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  such 
schemes. 
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OVERCROWDING 


In  the  legal  sense,  as  I  have  remarked  before,  practically 
non  existent  in  Knottingley.  The  Public  Health  Committee  and  Housing 
Management  Committee  have  considered  the  application  of  a  bedroom 
standard  or  the  re- housing  standard  of  overcrowding  to  all  Council 
Houses  and/or  to  housing  applicants  for  the  purpose  of  the  "Points 
System"  of  letting  Council  properties  but  a  decision  has  been  left 
until  a  survey  of  the  situation  is  completed. 

I  give  below  a  copy  of  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1961 
as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


YEAR  1961 

1.  No.  of  dwelling  Houses  in  District  32*30 

2.  No.  of  houses  included  in  above  a.  Back  to  Back  18 

b.  Single  Back  9 

3.  HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during  the  year 

a.  in  Clearance  Areas 

b,  individual  unfit  houses  62 


(Continued  on  page  1l) 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


HOUSES 

DISPLACED  during  year 

In  Clearance  Areas 

DEMOLISHED 

Persons 

Families 

1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..... 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement ,  etc .  • • . • . 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  . 

- 

- 

- 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

4.  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17  (l)  Housing 

Act ,  1957  . 

39 

79 

22 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

5 

2 

1 

6.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Aots  . 

7*  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

Orders  • • • . • 

- 

- 

- 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

8.  Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (l)  and  35 
(l),  Housing  Act,  1957  . 

19 

56 

17 

9.  Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26,  Housing 

Act,  1957  . 

- 

- 

— 

10.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 

18,  Housing  Act,  1957  . 

- 

- 

- 

C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 


By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

11. .After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

12.  After  formal  notice  under 

21 

" 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  .•••• 

- 

- 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act  1957 

- 

- 

13.  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957  ..... 

— 

- 
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D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1 


Number 

Number  of  separate 

Position  at  end  of  year 

of 

dwellings  contained 

h^i^.aa... 

in  ..cpl^ffl^-(i  )  . 

14.  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

- 

- 

(b)  Under  Section  17  (2) 

- 

- 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

- 

- 

13.  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

- 

- 

under  Sections  34  or  33 

E.  PURCH/iSE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 


Number 

Number  of  occupants 

of' 

of  houses  in  column 

Houses 

(1) . 

(1) 

(2) 

l6.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 

Orders  or  Compulsory  Purshase  Orders 

purchased  in  the  year 

4.  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  (a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc.  37 

year  into  Council  owned  dwellings  -  (b)  Overcrowding 

5.  RENT  ACT,  1957 

(a)  No,  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted 

(b)  No.  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs  given  by 

owners  to  the  local  authority 

(c)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled 

6 .  OVERCROWDING 

Any  comments  in  connection  with  this  problem  -  Very  little  in  the  District 
and  a  survey  is  now  under  way  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  overcrowding  in 
Council  owned  houses. 

/ .  NEW  DWELLINGS 

No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year:- 

By  the  Local  Authority:  70  including  28  for  sale.  By  Private  Enterprise:  32 
S.  GRANTS  FOR  CONVERSION  OR  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 


Formal 

Applications 

No.  of 

applications 

approved 

dwellings 

received 

during  year 

completed 

during  year 

during  year 

No.  of  dwlgs. 

No.  of  dwlgs. 

(a)  Conversions  (The  number  of 

dwellings  is  the  number 

resulting  from  completion 

of  the  work) 

(b)  Improvements 

9 

9 

7 

?.  DETAILS  OF  ADVANCES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  ACQUIRING  OR  CONSTRUCTING  HOUSES  -  33 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  3 


FOOD  INSPECTION 
and 


CONTROL 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


JPhere  are  still  six  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  Hive 
of  these  are  used  for  slaughtering  for  domestic  consumption  and  one 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  the  slaughter  of  horses  for  export  mainly 
to  Belgium, 

After  slaughter  the  horses  are  inspected  and  stamped  on  each 
^Darter  with  the  official  stamps  of  the  Knott ingley  Urban  District 
Council  and  a  certificate  is  issued  to  the  effect  that  the  horses 
were  inspected  alive  aBd  dead  and  that  the  meat  is  fit  for  human 
consumption.  Without  both  stamp  and  certificate  the  meat  cannot  bo 
landed  at  the  port  of  discharge. 

Schedules  have  been  issued  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  informing  them  of  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Regulations  but  during  the  year  no  proposals  for  conversion 
and  improvement  have  been  received.  The  appointed  day  is  June  30tn 
1962  so  if  any  slaughterhouses  are  to  remain  in  use  there  is  little 
time  to  be  lost. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  is  little  to  say  on  this  subject  to-day.  Even  a  few 
years  ago  one  could  paint  a  terrifying  picture  of  the  diseases  and 
affections  which  could  decimate  a  population  eating  uninspected  meat. 
Nowadays  it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  find  any  condition 
which  could  be  harmful  to  man,  A  few  parasitic  conditions  are  found 
but  our  old  enemy  Cysticercus  Bovis  seems  to  have  disappeared  almost 
as  quickly  as  :'t  appeared  and  no  cases  were  found  during  the  year.  In 
fact  looking  at  the  figures  in  the  return  shown  below,  the  continentals 
can  no  longer  say  "Horses  have  a  much  lower  disease  rate  than  cattle" 
in  explanation  of  their  consumption  of  horse-flesh.  Great  credit  for 
this  state  of  affairs  must  go  to  the  Ministries  involved,  particularly 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Eisner ies  and  Food  who  have  so  tirelessly 
pressed  on  with  schemes  in  which  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  the  Meat 
Inspector,  each  in  his  cwn  field,  have  been  the  front  line  troops,  A 
notable  victory  has  been  won  and  the  effects  are  felt  not  only  in  the 
meat  industry  but  also  in  the  milk  and  dairy  produce  field. 

As  a  corollary  to  this  the  Knackers  Yard  and  Byproduct 
industry  has  severely  declined,  which  has  been  much  to  the  benefit  of 
those  unfortunate  citizens  forced  to  live  within  smelling  distance  of 
sane  of  these  premises. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  adjoining  Local 
Authorities  for  their  invaluable  assistance  during  my  absence  from 
work. 

Statistical  tables  showing  details  at  inspections, 
condemnations  etc.  are  given  overleaf. 
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Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

No.  killed 

457 

- 

- 

1574 

455 

539 

3025 

Mo.  inspected 

457 

- 

1574 

455 

539 

3025 

All  diseases  except 

T.B.  &  C.ysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

mm 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  sane 
parts  or  organ  was 
condemned 

7 

9 

2 

125 

143 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  by- 
disease  other  than 

T.B.  &  Cysticerci 

1.5 

.57 

•  44 

23,19 

4.73 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  sane 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
by  T.B. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.44 

- 

.0  66 

C.ysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  sane 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

r- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  byr  nddgeratdon 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parts  Condemned 


T.B. 

Pigs 

2  heads 

1  pluck 

Other 

Cattle 

1  head 

- 

Actinonmy cos is . 

Diseases 

2  livers 

- 

Angiomatosis . 

4  livers 

- 

Pascioliasis . 

1  kidneys 

- 

Hydatidosis . 

1  head 

- 

C.  Bovis. 

1  heart 

- 

C .  Bovis . 

Sheep 

9  plucks 

- 

Parasitic. 

Pigs 

2  plucks 

- 

Inflammation. 

Horses 

1  carcase 

- 

Complete  oedema. 

125  livers 

- 

Hydatidosis . 

8  lungs 

- 

Hydatidosis . 

1  forequarter 

~  Extensive  bruising 

14 


ICE-CREAM 


A  second  producer  retailer  opened  during  the  year  and  there 
arc  now  38  registered  retail  premises  and  2  producer-retailers  in 
the  District, 


POOD  HAWKERS 


All  food  hawkers  in  the  Urban  District  are  registered  under 
the  .Vest  Riding  County  00X10011  (General  Powers)  Act  1951  Section  7 6, 

Before  registration  all  vehicles  must  have  a  self  contained 
hot  water  supply,  a  sink  ,  soap  and  towel, 

1  6  hawkers  have  now  been  registered  of  which  3  nave  been 
registered  to  trade  in  vegetables  only. 


POOD  PREMISES 


I  give  below  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  district. 

Registered  Section  16,  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1 955 

For  the  sale  and  storage  for  sale  of  ice-cream  -  37 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  -  2 

For  the  preparation  of  sausages  or  preserved  food  -  8 

Other  Food  Premises 


Butchers 

- 

8 

Cafes 

- 

8 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

- 

15 

Bakehouses 

- 

2 

Slaughterhouse  s 

- 

6 

Clubs  &  Licenced  Premises 

- 

28 

Other  Food  Shops 

- 

61+. 

POOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


The  regulations  are  being  fully  complied  with  in  almost 
all  the  retail  shops  within  the  Urban  District:  Snags  crop  up  fran 
time  to  time  in  the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  and  we  have  to 
accept  that  in  the  present  conditions  strict  100^  observance  cannot 
be  insisted  upon.  Obviously  with  the  growth  of  the  town  ,  the 
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proposed  new  shopping  area  and  the  re-development  of  the  central  area 
a  new  pattern  will  emerge  and  many  existing  old  shops  will  disappear* 
The  timing  of  these  events  is  not  yet  settled  and  it  is  obviously 
unfair  to  require  major  work  on  property  which  may  soon  be  demolished* 

Fortunately  both  the  old  traders  and  the  new  have  been 
extremely  co-operative  in  most  cases  and  the  old  slummy,  down  at 
heel  appearance  of  our  shopping  centre  has  largely  disappeared.  The 
shops  now  look  clean  and  pleasant  though  no  one  could  claim  that  the 
shopping  facilities  are  fully  adequate  or  that  they  are  a  major 
asset  to  the  town.  Be  that  as  it  may,  improvements  have  been  and 
still  are  being  secured. 

The  licenced  houses  and  clubs  of  the  district  on  the 
other  hand,  are  now  much  more  of  a  credit  to  both  their  owners  and 
the  town.  Many  improvements  have  been  obtained  and  one  can  now  see 
really  tangible  evidence  of  the  success  which  has  attended  our  work 
in  this  direction. 

Slaughterhouses  I  have  already  mentioned  and  one  can  now 
only  await  proposals  from  the  owners  and/or  occupiers  of  the  premises. 
The  caning  year  will  probably  see  considerable  changes  in  the 
facilities  available  to  our  butchers. 

Food  Hawkers  are  registered  and  regular  inspections  help 
to  keep  up  the  standards  sC'Jj  by  the  Authority, 
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EmRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Section  A- 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Refuse  Collection  is  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority 
over  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District.  Until  recently  the  whole 
of  the  area  has  been  serviced  weekly  using  one  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper  of  16/18  cubic  yards  capacity. 

With  the  increasingly  long  carries  brought  about  by 
modern  building  layouts  and  the  demolition  of  the  old  courts  and 
terra*as  it  eventually  became  too  much  for  the  one  vehicle.  A 
further  -  and  perhaps  greater  contributing  factor  has  been  the  low 
density  refuse  which  is  so  prevalent  today. 

With  the  replacement  of  the  all  consuming  "Black"  Yorkshire 
ranges  by  modern  small  inset  fires  less  refuse  is  burnt.  Similarly 
with  the  ever  increasing  use  of  gas  and  electric  fires  all 
combustible  refuse  now  reaches  the  bin  in  toto  instead  of  as  ashes. 
To  make  matters  worse  of  course  the  modern  housewife  is  conditioned 
to  buy  only  pre-packed  fresher  than  fresh  goods  and  in  the  Large 
Family  size  to  boot.  The  effect  upon  a  2g-  cubic  foot  B,  S.  S,  bin 
load  a?  refuse  has  to  be  seen  to  be  believed,  A  241b  dustbin 
holding  about  41b s  weight  of  cardboard  boxes  with  a  further  box 
holding  tins  and  newspaper  is  a  common  occurence  in  the  collectors 
round. 


The  converted  two  tonner  gave  yoeman  service  during  the 
year  in  our  attempts  to  keep  the  collections  at  weekly  intervals 
but  it  had  to  be  nursed  along  to  prevent  complete  collapse.  We 
were  not  helped  by  the  rather  later  delivery  of  our  new  1 6/l  8 
cubic  yard  Freighter  than  we  had  expected  and  it  in  fact  did  not 
enter  servd.ce  until  after  the  end  of  1 961 . 

The  year  was  not  without  Ita  incidents  but  the  labour 
position  did  not  deteriorate  and  we  managed  to  hold  our  workmen 
despite  the  demands  of  industry.  In  view  of  the  extra  labour 
demand  which  will  develop  over  the  next  2-5  years  we  must  develop 
our  service  on  the  most  modern  lines  and  ensure  that  our  workmens 
conditions  of  service  are  improved  as  much  as  is  possible  within 
the  limits  of  our  discretion.  To  this  end  the  Public  Health 
Committee  have  been  considering  and  investigating  the  Paper  Sack 
method  of  collection  and  we  have  formulated  -  along  with  the  Union 
representatives  an  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  to  came  into  force  after 
the  settling  in  of  the  new  vehicle. 

Protective  Clothing  continues  to  be  issued  to  all  men 
employed  by  the  Department. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Good  progress  is  being  made  in  filling  the  quarry  at 
present  used  as  a  tipping  site.  Shortage  of  covering  material  is 
not  helping  conditions  there  but  a  solid,  well  compacted  top  is 
achieved  by  the  tractor. 

Rats  have  been  kept  well  under  control  and  no  insect  pests 
other  than  flies  have  been  reported  during  the  year.  Constant 
vigilance,  we  are  told,  is  the  price  of  success.  One  wonders  how 
dearly  success  should  be  bought.  In  the  context  of  fly  infestation 
perhaps  a  little  extravagance  in  the  price  should  be  excused. 
Certainly,  I  think,  the  flies  have  been  kept  to  an  allowable  minimum 
at  a  cost  which  is  somewhat  below  an  all owable  maximum  and  that  is 
perhaps  as  far  as  tip  control  can  go. 
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A  report  was  submitted  during  the  year  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  matter  of  tipping  space  previously 
mentioned  in  my  I960  Report  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  negotiations 
are  at  least  pending  to  secure  our  further  tipping  facilities  for 
sane  years. 


CESSPOOLS  AND  SEWAG-E  DISPOSAL 


The  old  sewage  works  at  both  Knottingley  and  Ferrybridge 
continue  to  serve  the  needs  of  an  ever  incresing  population  and  as 
a  result  produce  a  similarly  increasing  head  ache  fGr  those 
responsible  far  the  efficiency  of  the  works. 

The  cesspool  emptier/ gully  emptier  works  two  days  each 
week  to  empty  the  sedimentation  tanks  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  street  gullies.  Fortunately  the  areas  where  trouble  is  likely 
to  be  experienced  are  very  well  known  and  what  time  is  avail&lfts 
for  gully  emptying  tends  to  be  concentrated  on  the  gullies  serving 
these  areas. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  regularly  and  little  trouble  is 
experienced  in  this  direction,  though  it  is  perhaps  fortunate 
that  the  number  of  cesspools  is  not  on  the  increase® 
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PART  FIVE 


STATIST ICAL  TABLES 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  ARP  INSPECTIONS 


Ac  cumulat  ions. 

- 

7 

Canal  Boats# 

- 

10 

Cesspools, 

- 

32 

Drainage  Inspections. 

~ 

92 

Privy  Conversions# 

- 

- 

Drainage  Tests, 

- 

39 

Factories  -  Mechanical. 

- 

59 

-  Non  Mechanical 

- 

12 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

16 

Licenced  Premises, 

«* 

22 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

*• 

107 

Piggeries  and  Stable®. 

- 

26 

Refuse  Collection. 

- 

3 96 

Refuse  Disposal# 

- 

170 

Rodent  Control# 

- 

212 

Schools# 

mm 

10 

Smoke  Observations# 

- 

32 

Smoke  Visits. 

- 

69 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds, 

- 

130 

Water  Supplies. 

- 

3 

Food  Inspection. 

- 

21 

Shops  Act  Inspections, 

- 

2 

Butchers# 

- 

58 

Grocers# 

- 

79 

Fried  Fish. 

mm 

12 

Other  Food  Shops. 

- 

160 

Canteens. 

- 

39 

Ice-cream  Premises. 

- 

51 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

- 

98 

BaJkehouses. 

- 

9 

Milk  Distributors. 

mm 

10 

Hawkers# 

- 

80 

Meat  Inspection. 

— 

m 

Slaughterhouses,  (Excluding  Meat  Inspection) 

- 

53 

Houses  Inspected. (Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts) 

- 

239 

Revisits. 

- 

243 

Unfit  Houses. 

- 

101 

Insect  Infestations. 

mm 

70 

Infectious  Disease# 

- 

36 

Interviews# 

- 

682 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations.  Houses  Recorded*' 

mm  , 

- 

0  vercr  owdin  g# 

- 

9 

Miscellane  ous# 

- 

132 

Smoke  Control  Areas# 

mm 

TOTAL 

491 

4520 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES 


INFORMAL 


Served  Complied  With 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  68 
Food  an<l  Drugs  Act,  1955  4 
Factories  Act,  1937  2 
Prevention  of  Damage  By  Pests  Act,  1949  - 


64 

5 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

EFFECTED 


EXTERIOR 


Paths  - repaired • 

- 

2 

Walls  pointed* 

- 

6 

Eaves  gutters  repaired. 

- 

5 

Drains  relaid. 

- 

3 

cleansed. 

- 

96 

Roofs  repaired. 

- 

7 

Water  closets  repaired. 

- 

10 

Doors-  and  windows  repaired. 

- 

8 

Dustbins  renewed. 

mm 

61 

INTERIOR 

■  Plaster  -  Walls, 

m. 

10 

-  Ceiling, 

- 

* 

Floors  repaired* 

mm 

8 

Sinks  renewed. 

** 

2 

FACTORIES 

Sanitary  Conveniences  -  cleansed 

- 

-  repaired 

- 

' .  -  provided 

mm 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Internal  laster  repaired. 

- 

1 

Hot  water  provided. 

- 

1 

Soap  and  towels  provided. 

- 

- 

P*ad  8t«re..3ad^e<*aDred 

- 

mm 

Food  shops  decorated. 

- 

8 

Drainage , 

mm 

- 

Ventilation  provided. 

- 

2 

Floors  repaired 

- 

1 

20 


